Use of recombinant activated factor VII after axillofemoral bypass grafting.
Recombinant activated factor VII (rFVIIa) is a powerful prohaemostatic agent that theoretically predisposes to thrombosis after peripheral vascular surgery. We report the use of rFVIIa to reduce bleeding in a patient after axillofemoral bypass grafting for ruptured aorto-iliac pseudoaneurysm. Despite the increased risk of thrombosis, the patient made an uneventful recovery with preserved graft patency. The favourable result suggests that rFVIIa should be considered even in vascular surgical patients, if the risks of continued bleeding outweigh those of thrombosis. Better risk estimation is only possible if reports of rFVIIa use in vascular patients continue to appear and through controlled trials.